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THE TIME AND WHERE THAT WAS 


Welcome to the first 1989 issue of Panige’s IMAGE. Paniae (Pah-nee-aay) is a word derived from the Greek (Pan-"all") 
and Japanese {Aniae-"anigation"). This supposedly illustrates the fact that we haven’t limited ourselves to one type of 
show, | 

New for the controversial stuff... 


NAMES TO READ UPSIDE DOWN... 


Paul Ryan —- a man without a job (409) 6946-0224 
Jorge Frank -- a man with an out-of-town job (713) S55-COOPF 
Chris Tadd -- why don’t I get paid for this? (409) 260-4282 


essany suggestions, complaints, article and art submissions, can be bounced off any of these people by phone or by 
sending stuff to: 
Paul Ryan 
603 Southwest Parkway #112 
College Station, TX 77840 


—C_FE-COLJL_ EE: 


(as the title of this page indicates, and since its January, the Deceaber meeting has already taken place. But in case you 
were interested, this is what happened...) 


TIME AND WHERE: 
Houston International Airport 
Saturday, December 19, 1°88 


6:00 AM —— Beard Flight 107 to Los Angeles, California (at Paniae’s expense). 
4:30 AM —— Intreductions, Group News, etc... 
7300 AM —-— In-flight fila "Hardbodies [1.” 
12:15 PM —— Lay over in LA -- turn watches back two hours. 
10:40 AM -— Board Flight 007 to Tokyo International Airport. At Panige’s expense. 
11:10 AM —— FOOD BREAK. This is where Helo beats up the whining brat in front of hia and the rest of us rvn up and 
down the aisles trying to find a lavatory that’s not "occupied." 
1:00 PM —— (Tokyo tise) Land in Tekyo a day earlier. (That International Date Line really screws things up). 
1:30 Fr -— Lisousine tour of Tokyo -- visit to Aniaate for a shopping spree. Paid for by Paniae. 
2200 FM —-— Lunch with Hayao Miyazaki -- free sketches. 
7300 PM —— Night on the town with Rusiko Takahashi -- free sketches. 
7200 AM —-— (Next aorning) Breakfast with Haruhiko Mikimoto and Shoji Kawasori -- fill us in on "new Macross acvie 
rugors," Free sketches. ; 
92:00 AM —— Fly back to Easterwood Airport, College Station, Texas. | 


Next acnth we'll] probably just have at ay apartment and watch Star 8lazers reruns. Free sketches. 


Copyright (c) 1989 Newsletter constructed on ST-Writer Elite v2.2 Public Domain software. Peraission is granted to 
copy this newsletter for non-profit fan distribution. All characters and shows mentioned in this newsletter are copyright 
and trademark of their rightful owning studios. Any infringement upon their original copyright or tradeaark is 
unintentional, 


_ (Seeking refuge froa the over abundance of girlie shows in 


the world, AppleJorge has fled to the utopian society of -- 
Houston!) . 

First of all, a clarification. Those of you who 
read our last issue aay have gotten the idea that 
C/FO-bashing is now our priae hobby. That was not the 
Japression we seant to give -- though we have had our 
differences with the C/FQ. One of our ccaments alluded to a 
C/FO article on the breakup between Eclipse and Viz Cogics 
being wrong. Since the breakup is pretty big news in our 
insular little genre, I thought it was best to expand on it 
here, 

The undisputed fact here is that earlier this year, 
Eclipse and Viz ended their joint venture of publishing 
Japanese manga translations in the US. Both are continuing 
to publish ganga. 

But the circuastances remain controversial. The 
aforementioned C/FQ article stated that Yiz decided to dump 
Eclipse because they didn’t need thee anvaore, having used 
thea to get a foothold in the US aarket and to shoulder 
part of the risk of the joint venture. The article goes on 
to imply that perhaps that was part of Viz’s "saster plan" 
frog the very beginning. ) 

This Fall, Eclipse publisher cat vronwode [Ed. note -- 
not a typo, that’s the way she likes it written] attended 
the Austin Fantasy Pair. Alex Botello talked to her about 
the breakup and got a different story. Apparently, it was 
an overzealous Eclipse eaplcyee with too auch power and not 
enough brains “ho decided that it was Eclipse that didn’t 
need Viz any acre. That was the source of our statement 
that the C/FO article was in error. | 

_ But Randall] Stukey, head c¢# the C/FQ, told ae later 
thet he had also talked to cat and that she had pretty auch 
verified the authenticity of the C/FO article and gave out 
a few wore details. 

I personally don’t know what to believe, since at the 
root we have the same person giving two contradictory 
stories on the same day. The official press releases fro ~ 
both Eclipse and Yiz have shed little light on the subject 
either. Until I learn aore, I can’t say if I’m wrong or if 
the C/FO is either, but its clear that the whole truth ha 
yet to eserge. 

~ Wyvern Web Graphics, everyone’s favorite way to watch 
aoney disappear, has gone cut of business, and has started 
to repay people for aerchandise not delivered (see Paul’s 
“Web Heads” article a couple issues back). For those of vou 
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who have had bad experiences with Wyvern Web, let us know 
if they aake good on their debts. If not, a class action 
aai] fraud case aay get their attention. 

Alex Botello, legendary student and owner of Cactus 


__ Air Force, graduated from Texas A&M with a BA in history on 


Deceaber 17, 1989. With acre tise to devote to the 
business, service undoubtedly ieprove from what it was when 
Alex was still taking classes. 

Onto the anise news: 

A new series of Gundam CAVs is to be released next 
Spring. The title of the series ‘or perhaps just the first 
chapter) is "War in the Pocket." The setting is U.C. 0080, 
jasediately after the One-Year War, at the neutral colony 
of Side & The QAYs feature an all new cast. The character 
designs ars by Haruhiko Mikisoto (Macross, Orguss) and the 
@ain characters are Christina "Chris* Mackenzie, Barnard 
"Barney" Weisaann, and Alfred "Al" Izuruha. The eain 
heavies (Zion, of course) are named Andy, Lieutenant - 
Schtsiner, Misha, and Garcia. The aecha are aostly just 
detailed up versions of the secha from the old series, Bad 
news: Yoshiyuki Toaino (creator of "Sundaa," "Ideon," and 
“Xabungle,” "Dunbine," and "L-Gaia* amoung others) will not 
be returning as writer and director. This will be the first 
Gundaa story ever without Toaino at the hela. 

Six years after its original theatrical release, 
Crusher Joe is returning as a series of sixty minute QAVs. 
The original voice actors and aost of the original staff 
(writer Huruka Takachiho ("Dirty Pair"), and character 
designer Yoshikazu Yasuhiko (*Gundae,* "Giant Gorg")) are 
returning. 

The aniae version of Robert Heinlin’s Starship 
Treopers (the Japanese title “Uchuu no Senshi", or "Space 
Warriors") is about to be released as a series of five 
GAYS. It looks like the Japanese are about te pull another 
"Lens@an” on us. The powered suits have beefed up to 
reseable the giant rebots that were inspired by thea ‘the 
original powered suit was just what the nage iaplias: a 
suit of armor that agplified the wearer’s strength, hardly 
bulkier than 2 aodern space suit or deep sea diving suit), 
the characters and plots have been altered, The aain 
Character’s name was changed froe Juan to Johnny, for 
example, and the character of Ted Hendrick is apparently 
now a composite of two characters from the book -- Hendrick 
and Dillinger (the CAV Hendrick wae a deserter, but in the 
book Hendrick was drumsed out and it was Dillinger who 


deserted). The books long narrative passages, aostly 


devoted to describing the feel of the future Earth and of 
the philosophy of the Mobile Infantry, have eliainated in 
favor of sore mecha action, aniaated by GAINAY studio 
("Daicon,” "Black Magic M-66," "Wings of Honneanise, " 
"Gundaa: Revenge of Char"). The result prosises to be just 
as visually exciting and brain dead as the "Lensaan" 


translation. : 
New TY series: "Hisitsu ne Akko-Chan” ("Little Akko’s 


Secret") and new “Sriae’s Fairytales,” both preaisred 
Qctober 9, "Hai, Akko Desu" was rerun stating October 12, 
replacing "Topo Sigio,” which aoved to a new time slot as 
“Dreaa Vision Topo Gigio.* "Kamen Rider Black" began a new 


season October 14 as "Kagen Rider Black RX." "Oi Shinbo” 
preaiered October 17, replacing "Moeru! Oniisan,* which 
ended after 24 episodes. "Meiavon!' Daisan Yakyuubu® 
(something like "School! Third Baseball] Squad," but I’a not 
sure) preaiered October 22. 


"The old 'Send-Lupin-to- 
Japan-as-a-Christmas- 
Present’ trick, huh?" 


And now its Paul’s turn! 

Sure, it was easy to shoot off ay aouth before about 
how Paniae could improve its newsletter, but now of course 
1?a the one whose supposed to do it! 

IMAGE reflects the taste of its editor. You’ve no 
doubt realized this if you’ve subscribed to IMAGE for a 
while (and if you haven’t, we offer back issues!!! etc.) No 
doubt some of you have already noticed some changes, and 
acre changes will surface as I learn the ropes a little 
sore. Soae of you wil] like thea, some of you will not 
(aainly because I prefer the original “Kirk-like® foraat). 

J urge everyone out there to subait art or articles to 
the newsletter. I can’t promise that they will be printed, 
but if they are, you get to request an extra tape for that 
aonth. Which brings ae te THE TAPE POLICY!!! Now come cut 
of your hiding places, its OK. I’a not going to publish the 
tape policy again (sorry, but if I saw that thing one acre 
tise I was gonna puke). There have been a few changes, so 
listen up. I will be taking over tape cepying, effective 
January !, 1989, Unfortunately, Jorge wil] be taking aost 
of the Paniae library with hia when he goes to Houstcn — 
(aost of the club tapes belong to Jorge anyway and he has 
every right to do so). What this aeans to YOU is that the 
turn-around tise aight be a little longer, but it was 
either this or stop taping entirely. Another change to the 
policy is this: Since its possible to get tapes froa 
Paniae, even if you don’t subscribe to IMAGE, on a sonthly 
basis, we’ve noticed a surge in non-subscribing meabers and 
a crash in subscribing seabers. Since C/FO San Antonio 
_ would screaa bloody aurder if we sade taping available only 
to subscribers, we have decided to restrict the taping 
rights of non-subscribing seabers. That is, from now on, 
non-subscribing sesbers of Panige will only be allowed ONE 
TAPE EVERY OTHER MONTH. But since non-subscribing aeabers 
aren’t going to read this, the Kirk Houser Memorial Tape 
Collection looks forward to a very happy New Year. 

| -- Paul Ryan 

PS -- Yes, Wyvern Web Graphics did give ae ay aoney 

hack. Thanks. :, 
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CON-CUSSION 
San Antonio Fantasy Fair 
Noveaber 5-6, 1988 


It has been said tha Panige con reviews are either too 
cynical or a big waste of tise and space. Well, yes, con 
reviews are pretty useless articles and we have been known to 
be overly cynical. But at the sase time, the reviews printed in 
IMAGE have been instrusental in showing the world that Zuqgdoa 
is not relegated to Dallas alone. On the chopping block this 
aonth, San Antonio Fantasy Fair: another BULLDOS 
PRODUCTION/LARRY LANKFORD SUPERSHOW!'' BE THERE! BE THERE! BE 
THERE! ACTION! SUSPENSE! 

Alex and I were proud that we were less late to this con 
than any con #e’ve been to all year. Actually, we would have 
been EARLY had we been able to find the E] Tropicano hotel, 
located somewhere between Hell and the Alamo. The dealers roos 
was of adequate size considering that this has only been the 
second or so Lankford show there [Ed. note -- Rueor has it that 
San Antonio will sake a YorldCen bid in 1990]. To give vou an 
idea about the size of the con, the dealers rooa also acted as 
the art show room. Attendance was pretty low, with the 
exception of a strong turn-out of gamers. Asong the dealers was 
the gentleman celling pirated aniae video tapes. This san has 
been responsible for one of the biggest shake-ups in anise 
fandoa. Randall Stukey, head of C/FO San Antonio, has alacst 
gade a career out of curtailing anise piracy. It was thus funny 
to see this aan selling the tapes in Randy’s own back yard, 
Even funnier, was watching C/FO San Antonio meabers buy the 
tapes under the table -- literally! (Let’s see how auch Hel] 
this causes...) i 

The video room, run by the C/FQ (who else?) featured eld 
favorites all the way up to the new Urusei Yatsura aovie. Late 
night pregramm@ing gave this reviewer his first look at the live 
action "Sukaeban” series (thanks to Robert Sibson). 
Fortunately, we didn’t see the Creare Lemons that usually plague 
the Dallas late night video rooms, The rest of the progragaing 
reflected the sore “Saintly” tastes of C/FO San Antonio. And, 
of course, there is the ZU8&S FACTOR, 

To be quite honest with you, there siaply weren’t enough 
people in the video room, or the con in general,-to aake an 
accurate report on Zuggdea in San Antenio. I could comment on 
the Zugqdoa concerning the hotel eaployees, who couldn’t speak 
a werd ct English, but on the whele this was a pretty laae 


a sorry, I know I’ve deprived aany of vou of your 
monthly report on Zuggdoa, but just wait! Next issue, | review 
the Dallas Fantasy Fair...HA HA HA HA HA!! 


APPLESEED 


by Chris Todd and 
Kenji Ishii 


CIn Febvary of 1985, Masamune Shirow (not his real nane) 
published the first voluae of his sanga, Appleseed. 
Appleseed becaae a hit alaost instantly. Voluae 4 of 
Appleseed is available in Japan, with Voluae 5 on the way. 
Recently, Appleseed was released in this country by Eclipse 
International. The story is intriguing and the artwork is 
absolutely fantastic (particularly Masamune’s cover art). 

Another recent release concerning Appleseed was the 
GAY of the same name. Although Masagune refused to work on 
the project hiaself, it too is a splendid piece of work. 
What follows is a synopsis of that video.] 


The tise is the far-flung future, after the 
Arsageddon...but aan has rebuilt, and as a aonusent to the 
awesome respsibility of hig technolooy the city of OLYMPUS 
is dedicated to the Sreek goddess Athena -—- patron of 
wisdom and war. 

KARNGW, a seaber cf the Qlvapus police force, watches 
as his wife, FREJA, cossits suicide by pluaseting to the 
gound. Her final words were “The city is suffocating us. He 
built Slvapus. We have to live in/with it.” 

A terrorist situation requires the special talents of 
the QGlyspus SWAT teas, including one of its fcreacst 
meabers DUNAN NUT and her cyborg mentor BRIARIEOS. As the 
helicopter descends. Dunan whines “Why do they always call 
us on these sorts of things..." The torrorist situation is 
taken care ef, except for one of the acst diabolical of 
their number -- A.J. SEBASTIAN. Sebastian is an augaent, 
hig reflexes and auscles jacked, while his senses are 
electronically enhanced. Before his tsaporary capture, 
Sebastian burns some decidedly interesting plans... 

Sebastian appears in Karnow’s roos, wehereupon Karnow 
gives hia the location and entrance codes to a set of heavv 
ellitary class aechs. The aeeting is sade decidedly unusual 
by Karnow’s supposed police status. 

ATHENA, head of the security organization AEBIS, 
ponders her city, and the catastrophe that could result is 
terrorists like Sebastian had their way...she is 
Single-sinded, almost to the point of obsessiveness with 
capturing Sebastian. Her secretary then inforas her that 
the bicengineer HITCH] is now arriving in Olvapus. 

 Dunan, Briarieos and Athena all attend a demonstration 
of the city’s newest defense systes, a giant aulti-legged 
battery, its energy provided by a resote power transiattor 
from seaewehere in the city. The demonstration is 
iapressive, 

Later that evening, Dunan and Briarieos held a 
celebration for their good friend, recently arrived, 

Hiteai. Explosions rip the night, and evervene runs cut to 
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find a section of town engulfed in flames. Karnow juaps in 
his car and races off te help out, leaving a aiffed Sunan 
to aiss the action... 

The scene of the conflict is one of the bioengineering 
laboratories, where bioroids ‘hueans fertalized and 
nourished outside the wosb) are produced. Sebastian is just 
on the: verge of being ventilated when a police gech saves 
hia... the pilot is the traitorous Karnow. Karnow wounds his 
own @ech and stalls for tise as Sebastian escapes down the 
sewers, Sebastain got what he came for, and its the file on 
Hitoai, herself a bioroid' Sebastian. calls Karnow, and 

tells hia to get Hitoai. 

Dunan and her fellow SWAT aeabers attend the funeral 
of one of their fallen members. While there, they aeet 
Karnow acurning at the grave of his wife. He explains to 
Dunan and 8Briarieos how she died. At their locks of shock, 
he explains that no one was responsible -- the city killed 
her. We built the city, and its killing us off, "70% e# the 
population of this city is not really human anyaore, they 
are bioroids...” Karnow’s words haunt Dunan’s thoughts. 

With proper cash renuaerations {i.8. bribes), Karnow 
appropriates soae cf the experiaental hardware that Dunan 
nas been working on. Returning to his apart@ent, fe seats 
Sebastain. Sebastian outfits himself (talk about dressed to 
kKiJ1!') and inforas Karnow of his plans to steal the aonster 
defense systes...and that for it to work, Hitomi aust be 
taken to a computer nevus. Karnow’s traitorous aotivations 
are now apparent: he wishes te destroy the city that he 
feels destroyed his wife, and Sebastian is a convenient 
toe] to that end. Before departing, Karnow and Sebastian 
introduce themselves. Throughout the whole affair, they 
have never known either’s nage. | 

An eaployee of the bioengineering laboratories broken 
into earlier is perforaing a routine file check, when it is 
discovered that one is aissing. Hitomi’s. Athen3 recsives 
this news and suspecting Sebastian’s next meve, orders cut 
Special Forces to protect Hitomi where she is quartered 
with Dunan. If they can’t keep Hitoai from being captured, 
they are to kill her. 

At home, Briarieos receives a call] froa an old 


Briarieos 


informant of his who explains Sebastian’s plans and the 
necessity of Hiteai to thea. He is cn the verge cf 
‘revealing the traitor within their ranks, when he is killed 
by Sebastian. 

Forewarned, Dunan and Sriarieos alaost foil Hitosi’s 
kidnap when a barrage cf Special Forces stora the area. 
They are on the verge of shooting to kill Hitomi when 
Briarieos intervenes. Karnow escapes with Hitomi. 

3 Sebastian gains control of the battery, and tosses out 
its operator whe yells "You can’t even use it without the 
key!* | 

Dunan and Briarieos are brought up before Athena tc 
explain their actions, and why they prevented the Special 
Forces rom firing. Bunan protests "She was our friend: 
They were going to kill her!" To which the Chiet responds 
cooly "We could have siaply grown another..." And all is 
revealed...Hitoei was a bioroid, but auch acre than that. 
Unbenownst to her ‘but benownst to us), Hito@i is a 
genetically encoded lock and key. Siaply by stepping into 
any one of the computer nexi scattered about town, she 
activates the energy beaming systeas that power the sonster 


aech. 

The Qlyapus Police begin destroying one coaputer nexus 
after another, until there is only one jeft that Sebastian 
aust coae to, if he wants to activate the acnster aech! 
Karnow listens in on their plans on the police band radio, 
and bundles Hitomi up in a police van. 

Karnow alaost gakes it to the computer nexus, except 
for the keen hearing of Briarieos. Realizing that Karnow is 
the traitor, Dunan and 8riarieos race after the van. The 
van 1§ wrecked but Karnow escapes with Hitosi in one of 
Dunan’s prototype power suits. They give chase and corner 
Karnow aere feet froa the computer nexus. (Cbserving the 
action, Athena orders a salvo fired on Karnow, irregardiess 
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of the nearby personnel. Karnow is aortally wounded, but 
the shocked Hitagoi backs away frogs hia and into the 
computer nexus. The computer recognizes Hitomi, and 
initiates the prograa to power the aonster aech. Karnow 
dies, and hepefully joins Freia. 

Sebastian rises in the battle machine and begins to 


lay waste, aniae style. 


Dunan and Briarieos realize that they are in part to 
blase for this aess, and that they should help put a stop 
te it. Siaultaneously, they arrive with Athena at the 
Hardware Archives. It is iaportant to note that Olyapus and 
its vast computer and control systess have existed and been 
acdi¢ied for a Jong tias, so long, in fact, that nobody 
quite knews how the systes functions anyacre! Sceaehow, a 
way aust be found to interrupt the power flow to 
Sebastian’s aachine. 

As the trio sakes a run for the archives, they fai] to 
take into account the computerized security systes. Dunan’s 
hand is sprained from an awkward shot, while Briarieos is 


wounded in the knee. Briarieos tells thea to go on, that he 
will cover thes from where he is. However, Briarieos’ 
wounds are auch sore extensive than he led Dunan to 
believe... 

in the archives, Dunan finally uncovers the circuit to 
that governs power flow. Unfortunately, the circuit is 
eabedded high in the surface of a power coluan, and the 
power breaker resides in the exact center. The only 
feasible geans is to shoot out the breaker, but Dunan’s 
hand is sprained. Athena explains that “Your left is better 
than ay right,” and provides support and firing 
instructions for Dunan. 

Dunan fires shot after shot, but cannot hit the 
target. Running Jow on bullets, the image of her sentor, 
Sriarios, appears before her. "Pull gently on the 
trigger...line up the sights...maake every shot count..." 


THE ENGLISH LAPUTA: A REVIEW 


[In aid- -Noveaber, the Houston Museua of Fine Arts sponsored the 
1ith Annual Asian/American Fila Festival. One of the entries 
from dapan happened to be Hayao Miyazaki’s “Laputa: Castle in 
the Sky." In addition to being entirely in English, it was 
shown on the BI6 SCREEN. This sade for one of the finest 
viewing experiences ever in aniae. What follows are reviews by 
Chris Todd and Jorge Frank. ] 


(first, Chris...] 


Qn a recent Sunday evening | had the pleasure, along with 
several other aeabers of Paniae’s valiant staff, to attend a 
screening of the English dubbed “Laputa” at the Houston Museua 
of Fine Arts. “Laputa” is one of the probably two best known 
Japanese anigated features from the isasgination of Miyazaki 
(the other being “Nausicaa in the Valley of the Minds,” in 
Aeerica known as "Warriors of the Wind"!. The fila itself is a 
majestic picture concerned with the journey of two children, 
and the vast forces arrayed against thea, across a fairy tale 
Tand in searcn of the @ythical floating city of Laputa 
(borrowed from Gulliver’s Travels), The film itself quite grand 
with an extremely haunting soundtrack and a definite touch of 
Disney, and upholds the fact that wheather vou like or loathe 
Miyazaki, you gotta respect the aan. 

However, this 15 not so auch a review or synopsis of the 
fila, as it 15 a review of the presentation and dubbing job. 
Thankfully, the audience was relatively free froa the behavior 
that norgally characterizes convention screenings, laughing in 
the appropriate parts, and without (with the exception of a few 
froa your reviewer) extraneous coamgents. Before hand, the. 
zudience was requested to anewer a questionaire that was 
previously passed out, and it was quite apparent froa the 
nature of the questions ("Would *Laputa’ succeed in Aserica 
theatres? Would you buy a ’Laputa’ videotape? How auch would 
you pay?") that "Laputa” wae being considered for a sessibly 
wider release. Questions on other favorite pieces of anigation 
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and the Japanese nase at the bottoa cf the survey sight lead 
one to believe that some party in Japan was giving seai-serious 
consideration to the prospect of releasing other aniaated filas 
in English... : 

The fila itself was a a slightly dirty copy, “but #8 
speculated that it was possibly one of only two or three in 
existence -- anyways, it was quite watchable and better than 


gost of the copies currently circulating on videotape. The 


voice acting, dubbing, and translation, I ae glad to say, are 3 
cut above anything done previously. After one got used to the 
voice actors/actresses (Sheeta and Pazu were a littis on the 
cutesy side, hut then they were supposed to be) 311 the voicas 
seeaed to fit the characters rather well, particularly Musk3’s, 
the aain villain. What was sost iapressive is that rather than 
just walking through their lines, the actors’and actresses put 

quite a bit of feeling into each part, and the effect was 
definitely noticable in the quality of the avis, In addition, 
rather than trying to rewrite the script into soaething its nct 
(unlike one rather well known aniaation producer I won’t 
aention), the producers of the file utilized what seemed to be 
Straight translations and 01D NOT EDIT ANYTHING. The fila was 
coaplete and intact, for its full two hour length. 

At the end of the fila, the aajority of the audience 
applauded and seeaed to leave with a generally satisfied 
feeling, proving that yes, Americans can sit through two hours 
of anigation and enjoy it if done properly. Personally, I aa not 


8 particular fan of Hivazaki, but I thoroughly enjoved “Laputa, ? 


and it was well] worth the tise and aoney to see it, The company 
responsible (supposedly Japan Air Lines) is to be coasended for 
a job sel] done, and it can only be hoped that future efforts at 
American redubbing will take a lesson from the fila. So what I’a 
trying to say here, folks, is that whatever your opinion of 
Miyazaki in particular, or Japanese aniaation in general, check 
this fila out if you ever have a chance. Nine’l] get ya ten that 
you'll enjey yourself. 

Now if we could just find the roe 


(now, Jorge...] 


It had been so long since a wel] dubbed aniae show had hit 
our shores, | began to think the deed iapossible. Perhaps the 
cultural gulf between East and West was so great, no translation 
could ever be entirely faithful to both word and spirit of the 


original. Or perhaps the quality of aniae was a ayth, and that MUSIC REVIEW 
we Americans, staring at the screen and listening to the Margaret Hastedt 
incomprehensible dialogue, were aentally substituting our own 
dialogue which no reality could ever aatch. | 
Hy faith was restored when, on Sunday, Noveaber 13, 1988, 
the Houston Museua of Fine Arts, screened the English version of 
"Laputa” as part of the Eleventh Annual Asian/Aserican File 
Festival, 

Many you have no doubt watched “Laputa” on videotape or 
laserdisc cn your own TVs, but you have not truly experienced 
“Laputa” until] you have seen it on the big screen. Myriad 
details that were invisible on even the sharpest laserdisc were 
revealed. The tila seemed to come alive, and I case away with ay 
respect fer Hayao Miyazaki’s art greatly enhanced. 

The English dubbing was unbelievably good. The voice actors 
went at their jobs with obvicus enthusiasa, and are a aajor 
reason why the fila works. The child actors playing Pazu and 
Sheeta acquitted theaselves adequately, aanaging to avoid the 
cbnexicus kid syndroae, but the real stars are Dola, the coarse 
lady pirate, and the delightfully nasty governgent agent Muska. 
There were a couple of awkward lines in the fila, but everall, 
the dubbing was fully equal to, say, the recent Disney or Don 
Bluth aaterial, and only a few notches below the classic Disney 
stuff. But aost of all, the English dubbing gets the American 
viewer eaotionally involved with the fila to-a degree that the 
Japanese original siaply could not due to the language barrier. 

Finally, there was little of no editing done to the fila. = 
The prograa gave the file’s running time as 124 sinutes, | 
ainute short of the original’s 125 sinutes, but I honestly MY NEIEHBOR TOTORO 
could not find a single scene cut (Ed. note -- possibly because aa 
there was nothing cut]. The criginal Japanese credits are 
intact, as 1s the closing theae song. 

The Asian/Aserican International Fila Festival will] be 
hitting the following cities: Asherst, Bloomington, Boulder, 
Chicago, Denver, Honolulu, Lawrence, Minneapolis, New York, 
Philadeiphia, San Francisco, Seattle, T3ipsi, Toronto, Torin, 
Italvs Washington 0.C., Van Couver, and Victoria. I don’t know 
the dates, so keen vour sves peeled, 

In case you stil] haven’t been convinced to see this fila, 
a questionaire was passed out at the fila for Tokuaa Shoten, 
the producers of “Laputa,* asking al] sorts of interesting 
questions, like favorite aniae shows and artists, etc. If 
encugh aniae fans attend these showings and fil] out the at a rainy bus-stop 
questionaires, we could potentially convince the producers of | a subtle spectre waits, 
anige that the US aarket is profitable, with the result that Holding up vour uabrella 
more anias will reach US shores. Toku@a Shoten has reportedly at the woody bus-stop. 
received such 3 favorable response to “Laputa” se far that they The aagic gate opens for 
are already working on an English version of "Mv Neighbor Totoro next-door. 

Tatero” 2nd a redubbed, redited, "Neusicaa” to replace the Playing the occarina late on a aaonlit night 


choppy "Warriors of the Wind.” Pp - 48 ay neighbor Totoro. 


Totoro! {etc.) 

Someone is secretly scattering nuts along the path. 
The tiny sprouts are a living cipher. 

At s-woody bus-stop 

a qreat adventure begins 

with ay neighbor, Totoro. 


You’ve dwelled in these woods for ages, 
Neighbor Totoro. 

When children hold vou, 

the visit 15 a wondrous encounter. 


ay An unexpected splendid 
(a happiness accoapanies you, 
Totoro. 


(refrain) 


ii The Anime Encyclopedia 
id What is it? A collection of | 
Ey synopses designed to be placed in 
Wa notebook in alphabetical order. 
Tl] Each synopsis is complete unto 
itself so others can be inserted 
—T} later and the whole collection 

i still be kept in alphabetical order - 
id What others you ask'? The other {E 
ry A.E. Packets published by yours 
Li truly. To sum it up we hope to 
Ti] produce a package of synopses 
that grows! This is also a 

Ti non-profit publication so you 

wet Set it at cost. 

it Main Book (1980 pages).............. $7.30 
EN A.E. Packet @1 (56 pages).....$4.866 
WU (These prices include postage.) 

Td] A.E. Packet @2 will be available 
as of March 1, 1989. If this 
sounds like something you just 

=i can’t do without Cor want just 
a little bit), write to: 
ri Lynn Johnson 

WY Route 6, Box 435 
Center, Tx. 735935 


’ 


Wanna join Paniae? Meabership has its privileges -- 
including tape copying. Send us a 35 card with your naee, 
vidross, shane, age (you aust be 18 or older to request aduit — 
anize’, Jeeal signature, and favorite shows. BEWARE! As 3 
noresubscriber, you can only request one tape EVERY CTHER 
MONTH, so you should probably subscribe to IMASE. IMASE is ths 
Club’s aonthly newsletter chock full of pics and raves of your 
anige faves! $4.50 gets vou SIY FUN-FILLED issues! Checks and 
aoney orders should be aade cut to Yen Qu. Mail to: 

Paul Ryan 
603 Southwest Parkway #112 
Follese Station, TY 77840 


ih 
an 


COMING SOON... 


“Dallas Fantasy Fair 
“Macross 2012 Intervj ews 
“Maison Ikkoku 

“Review of English aanga 
-3and auch, auch, sore 
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